Stormont is not the only political drama in town!

While things may be exciting up on the Hill, the Black Box will be presenting a play invoking drama, politics, sport and death.
The “Dare Devil Rides to Jarama” is a two man play about the exploits of Clem Beckett, a Speedway rider and a Wall of Death rider and his fellow activist Christopher Caudwell.  The Belfast show is on the day after the 80th Anniversary of the death of these two men.
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	Beckett was an active trade unionist who volunteered for Spain, becoming a mechanic, ambulance driver and then a machine gunner with the International Brigades. He was a part of the fierce battle to defend Madrid in February 1937 from the advancing troops of General Franco. Franco’s defeat in this battle, the Battle of Jarama, 

Despite horrific losses by the International Brigades, the Battle of Jarama was a major defeat for the advancing fascist troops. 

Among the hundreds of British and Irish volunteers who died in this battle was Christopher Caudwell, the pen-name of Christopher St. John Sprigg,



He was a poet, a writer, an intellectual, and a convinced member of the Communist Party. Like Beckett he was killed by the fascists in the valley of Jarama February 12th 1937, during his first day of battle. He was last seen firing a machinegun, covering the retreat of his section from a hill about to be taken by the Moors. The two men were last seen holding a position on a hillcrest with machine guns. They were killed while covering the retreat of their soldiers from a position about to be over-run by Franco’s troops.
As part of a substantial tour the show will be in the Black Box, Feb 13th – tickets from the Black Box.
One review says:
“Dare Devil Rides To Jarama is a sizzling pot pourri of folk songs, chants, poetry, clever staging, multi-role playing and confetti performed at break-neck speed by two actors who keep the audience on the edge of their seats from start to finish.
Neil Gore’s play, a follow-up to last year’s United We Stand is, like its predecessor, an intriguing and informative historical document cataloguing the rise of motorbike sport – speedway/dirt-track riding and wall-of-death stunts – in the 1920s before moving in the second half to give us a fascinating insight into the Spanish Civil War”
https://www.londontheatre1.com/news/150420/dare-devil-rides-to-jarama-at-the-bussey-building-peckham/


The play has been brought to Belfast by the International Brigades Commemoration Committee, whose remit is to ensure that the memory of the 82 local men who went to Spain, and especially the 20 who died there fighting fascism, is kept alive. 
More information can be obtained from The Black Box, http://www.blackboxbelfast.com/            02890243281 or 02890244400
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Issued by Ciaran Crossey, Chair, IBCC.
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